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Street Address: -WabaunSee, Kangas . (=

| ‘Present Owner: The Congregetional Chyrch

Present Occupant: None

Present Use: Church

Brief Statement of Significance: This 1s a typical stone church dating
in the Civil War Period where the famous abolitionish Henry Ward Becochor
preached,

PART I LSTORICAL INFORMATION
A, Physical History
1. Original and Subsequent owners: The Congregational Church
2. Date of crection: 1862 (Kansas State Historical Society,

Kensas Historical Quarterly, Swmer 1957, Vol. XXIL1L, No. 2,
Topeka, Kansas, p. 175)

Py

3. frchitect, builder, suppliers, cte.: The stone moson was
Robert Banks, & reslident of the region since 1855, and later
g member of the colony. (Federal Writers Project, Kansges,
A Quide to the Sunflower Stale, Hastings House, N.Y., 1949,
p. 347) :

4, Ofiginal plans, construction, ete,: No nlans were lcocated,
"A1l of the members co-operated in ihe work: even the
women had 2 pari, mixing mortar and heiping in other ways".
(Whittemore, Margaret, Historie Xensas, A Centenary Sketch-
bock, The University of Kansaz Preags, Lewrence, Kenses, 19%4,
p. 125) They "earried with them & small saw-mill." (Redpath,
James &né Hinton, Richard J., Hondbock to Kspsas Tervitory
and the Roclky Mountaina' Gold Region, J.H. Colton, M.Y.,
1859, p. &4

5. Notes on allerations and additions: None
6. Important cld views and refersnces: None loceted

B. Historical Evenls Connected with structure: This church was
ceganized in 1857 by settlers from New England and the building
was dedicated in 1802, The church, Congregationalist, tekes
its name from the "Beecher Bibles" (in reality Sharp's carbincs)
which were furnished Free-state settlers who came o Fonsas 1o
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combat Pro-slavery sympathizers, The famous abolitionist preacher
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Henry Ward Beecher, collected monsy for the arms and they were
shipped to the Kansas Territery in boxes labeled “"Bibles',

Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: Records of the Church.
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gGeneral Statementg

1.

2.

Avchitectural Charescter: This church has qualities which are
gimilar to New Fngland churches of tne 1830's and has an in-
teresting, though simple, interior.

Condition of Fabric: 7The building is in good condition.

Technlcal Description of Exterior:

Overell dimensions: not recorded
Foundations: Native stone

Wall construction: Wall construction if of native limestione,
Cut stone gquolns ere utilined, There is a projecting water
table,

Porches, stoops,; bulkheads, etc: The wood fréme structure
at the enbrance is an addition,

Chimmeys: There is one brick chimmey near the center of the
bullding which resta on a wooden poat in the interior-

stove pipes were lzad from this stack So stoves along the
side wails,

(neninges

a, Doorveys and doors: The doorweys have sicne lintels and
thresholds with ”God frores,  The deoors are of paneled
wood and may be opriginal,

b, ¥Windows and shuttiers: Tho windows have cut gtone lintels
and £111ls with wood frumes, Pegged consiruction ig used
and they are of the sasn wpe, The shutters appear to bhe
ogriginal ~ pegged construction - in fair condition.
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a. Shape, covering: Gable roof with modern covering -
(shingles). -

b. Cornice, eaves: A qu cornice is used along the sides
of the building and & very simple molding is used.

¢, Dommers, cupolas: None

‘Technical Description of Interiors:

1. Floor plans: There 1s a small vestibule at-the entrance
.which contains & stair to the choir loft., The main room
is rectangular and is divided in the center to separate
the men's side from the women's,

2. Stairways: One ataizﬁay'from the vestibule to the choir
loft and thence to the attic.

3. Flooring: The floor appears to have been replaced,

L. Wall and ceiling finish: The walls were plastered. The
ceiling was tongue and groove wood but was being covered
at the time of this report with an acoustical material.

5+ Doorways and doors: Not in place at the time of this report.

6. Trim: Wood tongue and groova with a beaded molding was used
along the slde walls,

7. Hardware: The hardware is probably original.

8. Lighting: No original lighting remains.

9, Heating: At the time of this report the heating elements

; were dismantled but 2 old stoves were sitting in the yard.

© Site _

1. General setting and oriehtation:' On a level lot «~ in a
church enclosure with the front of the building facing north.

2. Enclosures: A metal fence runs across the front of the lot.

3. Outbuildings: There are several frame buildings to the rear

of the lot.
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4o Walks, driveways, etc: A Modern concrete walk leads MwAgAL
fram the road to the entrance. b=

5. landseaping, gardens, etc: A few trees exist on the lot,
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